Gambling God’s Way

(With Relationships)
Highlights


10/6/08 Session

Relationship Riddle:

What is something that everybody is born with,


yet will die without.

You can lose it and find it,


and you will know when you don’t have it.

You may not fully understand it while you live,


yet not fully appreciate it until after it’s gone?

Our life experiences form a lens through which we view the world and people.

What life experiences form our view?

(Daily Flipchart - 9/25)

No love, no friendship can ever cross our paths without affecting us in some way forever.

Reason / Season / Lifetime

What constitutes a relationship (what is necessary to have one)?

Are there rules or expectations?

Are they communicated or unspoken?

10/13/08 Session

Jonathan / David (1 Sam 19-20)

Covenant
· an agreement, usually formal, between two or more persons to do or not do something specified

· a solemn agreement between the members of a church to act together in harmony with the precepts of the gospel.

· Jonathan / David (1 Sam 20:11-17; 23:16-18)

· Naomi / Ruth (Ruth 1:16-18ff)

These two friends teach us three lessons:

· share a common faith (goes beyond church and what's going on there)

· share time together
· share each other
True friendship, according to the Bible, involves loyalty, sacrifice, compromise, and yes, emotional attachment

Example qualities of true friendship

· sacrificed for one another. In 1 Samuel 18:4

· in 1 Samuel 19:1-3, we read of Jonathan's loyalty (faithful) toward and defense of David

· Jonathan and David were also free to express their emotions with one another. In 1 Samuel 20, we read of a plan concocted by Jonathan to reveal his father's plans toward David

Sacrifice: the surrender or destruction of something prized or desirable for the sake of something considered as

having a higher or more pressing claim.

Loyal: faithful

Naomi / Ruth (Ruth)

In expressing her desire to go with Naomi, Ruth stated, "Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. The LORD do so to me, and more also, if anything but death parts you and me." (v 17). 

Dedicated (wholly committed to something)

· This is love without reservation and love that does not recognize boundaries or differences.  Love without conditions or restrictions.

· She didn't seek personal gain in her choice.

Devotion (attachment to a cause, person, etc.)

· Such devotion exhibits great trust in others.

· Such devotion demonstrates true self sacrifice.

Determination (the act of coming to a decision or of fixing or settling a purpose; a fixed purpose or intention)

Love that asks nothing of the one it is given to, not even that it be returned in kind. It is love that comes with compassion and understanding and patience. It is love that accepts the loved one with all their faults and quirks. It is love that lasts throughout eternity because it is rooted in Gods love for us and it comes not only from the heart but from the spirit as well. Gods love is eternal and unfailing.

10/20/08 Session

Gambling God’s Way

Illustration: Blackjack

· Two Cards: Player –face up; Dealer -1 face up, 1 face down

· Dealer plays; reveals face down card – if 16 or less – required to take cards until the count is 17+; if 2 cards = 17+, must stand

Trust

1 Corinthians 13:7 (NIV) It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

(MSG) Trusts God always, Always looks for the best, Never looks back, But keeps going to the end.

(AMP) Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures everything [without weakening].

(NLT) Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.
· Protects the loved one from exposure, ridicule, or harm

· 1 Peter 4:8 (MSG) Love makes up for practically anything.

· Hates a scandal and covers over and protects the one it loves.

· Tries to correct it with the least possible hurt to the one who is guilty. (Eph 4:2)

· Not Suspicious || Rather be deceived as a result of grace and kindness
· Rather trust and be occasionally hurt than carry the burden of continual suspicion
· Assumes innocence until shown otherwise || 
· Give the benefit of the doubt || You don't jump to negative conclusions.

· Taking people at face value
· 1 Corinthians 2:11 (NLT) No one can know a person’s thoughts …
· Hope that has a confident expectation || hangs on with tenacity || never allows failure to be final
10/27/08 Session

Trust

Ishiwaka (fishbone) diagram (aka Cause & Effect) from the 1960’s
Result/Cause: Lack of Trust
Primary “bones”:
· Identity (who “I” am)
· Beliefs/Values
· Behavior
· Environment

Brainstorm other Causes and sub-Causes

11/3/08 Session

Gambling God’s Way

Illustration: Relational Strip Poker

· The Cast of Characters
· The Rules

· How Much Is Each Article Worth? (Can you “buy back” articles?)
· When is it Over?

· 5 Card Draw

Illustration: Paradigms (card suit ½ sheet)

Personal  ::  Personalities  ::  Paradigms - 

Be Yourself – you really can’t be anybody else no matter how hard you try.  The true “you” will eventually come to the surface.  Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (AMP).
Luke 6:45 (MSG) "You don't get wormy apples off a healthy tree, nor good apples off a diseased tree. The health of the apple tells the health of the tree. You must begin with your own life-giving lives. It's who you are, not what you say and do, that counts. Your true being brims over into true words and deeds.

Listen and Understand – Though the other person may be “spouting”, we will seem to “spout” at times as well.
Proverbs 12:23 (MSG) Prudent people don't flaunt their knowledge; talkative fools broadcast their silliness.

Perception / Perspective Dynamic: We’re not at the same place as the other person, so it sounds likes foolishness, when, in reality, it may be unrealized Truth.
Illustration: Ladder of Inference / Reflexive Loop: diagram

(Agape) Love Always Trusts – It’s been said “‘I Trust You’ is a better compliment than ‘I Love You’ because you may not always trust the person you love but you can always love the person you trust.”

1 Corinthians 13 (NIV)  This takes a radical way of thinking, but once we begin to capture the motivator behind the trust (agape love) then it can change not only the way we think, but the way we act and react as well.

NOT Based on Agape Love: Trust must be earned and maintained with consistent actions.

Most people want to place the responsibility for trust in a relationship on someone else.  They base their trust on how someone acts towards them.  Trust in a relationship doesn't start with someone else.  It starts with you and how willing you are to open up and allow the other person in. (from "Learning to Trust" By Susie and Otto Collins)

11/10/08 Session

Thought To Ponder:
Old Saying: “We do not see things the way they are; we see things the way we are.”
Gambling God’s Way

Illustration: Russian Roulette
· aka: Harry Callahan “Do you feel lucky?”

· The Cast of Characters

The Garden Model

Genesis 3 – The Model of broken relationship

Players: God; Adam; Eve; Serpent
God = Omnipresent; Omnipotent; Omniscient

Adam = Created from the earth

Eve = Created from Adam’s rib

Serpent = created by God; aka Satan / Devil
Revelation 12:9 (NLT) … the ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, the one deceiving the whole world …
Environment: Originally intended for Eternity with each other
The Question: “Where are you?” (v9) (((((((((
Pivotal point in relationship
(((((((((((((((((((((((((
OPPORTUNITY FOR CONFESSION

Blame shifting:

Adam to both God and Eve
Eve to the Serpent
Serpent didn’t have a leg to stand on

The Curse and The Restoration (v15)
11/17/08 Session (continued from 11/10/08)
What Causes Relational Breaks?
Thoughts / Questions:

· In one of our brainstorming sessions, we defined several items necessary for a relationship to exist … the primary one we all voted to the top of the list was “Trust”.
· In our relationship with God, what do we bring to the table?

· Mutual benefit in a relationship is possible, but not necessary.  In other words, what does each party bring to the table for a relationship to exist?
· What is a “break” in a relationship?

Last Week: Left two questions unanswered:

· What about Reason / Season / Lifetime relationships? (is it more about them or me?)

· What about Christian / Non-christian relationships? (is it more about them or me?)

Homework Assignment: “What Causes Relational Breaks?”

Not the “normal” ebb and flow of relationships, but an actual “breaking of connection”.

ANSWER: Sin
· Spoken of in 1 John 2:16

(AMP) For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh [craving for sensual gratification] and the lust of the eyes [greedy longings of the mind] and the pride of life [assurance in one's own resources or in the stability of earthly things]--these do not come from the Father but are from the world [itself].

(NLT) For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world.

(MSG) Practically everything that goes on in the world—wanting your own way, wanting everything for yourself, wanting to appear important—has nothing to do with the Father.

· Started in Garden of Eden (Genesis 3)

· Genesis 2 - It is not good for Man to be alone
(to be self-centered, self-focused, self-absorbed)
· Genesis 3:6 (NIV) When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.

· Shown in temptation of Jesus in the wilderness (Matthew 4; Luke )

· Jumping off the temple (Lust of the Eye – to protect himself)

· Stones to bread (Lust of the Flesh - hunger)

· Can have all the Kingdoms of the world (Pride of Life)

· Marriage relationship

· Communications (Lust of the Eye)

· Sexual tension (Lust of the Flesh)

· Financial (Pride of Life)

· Other relationships

· ??? (Lust of the Eye)

· ??? (Lust of the Flesh)

· ??? (Pride of Life)

· “The essential vice, the utmost evil, is Pride. Unchastity, greed, drunkenness, and all that, are mere flea-bites in comparison: it was through Pride that the devil became the devil: Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind.” – C. S. Lewis

11/24/08 & 12/1/08 Sessions
Thought To Ponder:
According to Genesis 2:9 (NLT) The Lord God made all sorts of trees grow up from the ground—trees that were beautiful and that produced delicious fruit. [RLN: Among them] In the middle of the garden he placed the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Without “resistance” we have no growth – without “choice” we have no free will.
The Garden Model

“Pay no attention to that man behind the curtain!” - The Wizard of Oz

Three Things involved in Free Will:

· Your Thoughts

· Your Words

· Your Actions

Jesus submitted all of these to God:

· Thoughts:
· Matthew 12:34 (NLT) … For whatever is in your heart determines what you say.

· Luke 6:45 (NLT) A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart. What you say flows from what is in your heart.

· Words:

· John 12:49  (NLT) I don’t speak on my own authority. The Father who sent me has commanded me what to say and how to say it.

· John 8:26 (NLT) For I say only what I have heard from the one who sent me …

· John 8:38 (NLT) I am telling you what I saw when I was with my Father.

· Actions:

· John 5:19 (NLT) I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself. He does only what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does.
· John 8:29 (NLT) For I always do what pleases him.

· Overall:

· Luke 6:43-44 (NLT) A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. A tree is identified by its fruit.

Effects of the Fall (Gen 3) = non-transparency, not genuine (counterfeit; not authentic; not real):

· the discovery that something is “wrong” with oneself (v7 NLT)

· the effort to hide shame with a self-provided cover (v7)

· the fear of God which prompts one to hide (v8-9)

· the persistence in excusing instead of confessing (v10-13)

The Change Begins With Me

	Involved Parties
	Example
	Characteristic

	God to Adam/Eve
	Gen 2:25

Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame.
	Transparency
 (easily seen through, recognized, or detected)

	Us / Another

(Relational Strip Poker)
	Proverbs 12:17 An honest witness tells the truth
Be open and honest.
Share your thoughts and musings.
	

	God to Adam/Eve
	Gen 3:8 & 11

“Where are you?”
“Who told you that you were naked?”
“Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?”
	Curiosity

(the desire to learn or know about anything)

(God, being Omniscient – All-Knowing – didn’t really need this.  He did this for our example.)

	Us / Another

(Blackjack)
	Luke 16:15 … God knows your hearts.

“How do you see it?”

“What thoughts do you have on this?”
	

	God to Adam/Eve
	Gen 3:21

And the Lord God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and his wife.
	Compassion
(the humane quality of understanding the suffering of others and wanting to do something about it)

	Us / Another

(Russian Roulette)
	1 Peter 4:8 … show deep love … for love covers a multitude of sins.

Ephesians 4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

“You know, I’m glad you said … because I was struggling with the same thing.”
	

	God to Adam/Eve
	Gen 3:23
So God expelled them from the Garden of Eden and sent them to work the ground, the same dirt out of which they'd been made.
	Accountability

(accepting responsibility for your actions and
the short and long term consequences of your actions)

	Us / Another

(Reconciliation: Forgiveness,  Trust)
	Mat 18 (The Unforgiving Debtor) … how many times do I forgive …

Romans 14:10-18 v10:So where does that leave you when you criticize a brother? And where does that leave you when you condescend to a sister? I'd say it leaves you looking pretty silly—or worse.
v13: Forget about deciding what's right for each other. Here's what you need to be concerned about: that you don't get in the way of someone else, making life more difficult than it already is.

Hebrews 4:13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable.

“I own part of this situation we’re in.”

“Nobody is 100% wrong.”
“The relationship is more important than the issue.”
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